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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


NEW PUBLICATION PROGRAM 


Previous issues of the AML News have reported the plans of the 
Library for the discontinuance of the Index-Catalogue and the substitu- 
tion of a new publication program centered on the Army Medical 
Library Author Catalog, for the recording of monographs, and the 
Current List of Medical Literature, as an index to the ontents of 
medical journal literature. 





Preparation of copy for the first issue of the newly reconstructed 
Current List, which will appear in July 1950, was begun last month. 
The format will be enlarged to approximately the size of the AML 
Author Catalog; pages will be divided into three columns rather than 
the present two-column style. The Current List will appea: monthly 
and will contain about 200 pages between heavy paper covers. It will 
be divided into two portions, a register section, in which journal arti- 
cles will be listed under the names of the journals arranged in alpha- 
betical order, and an index section in which author and multiple sub- 
ject entries will be interfiled in dictionary form. The index portions 
of the monthly issues will be cumulated into annual volumes, which 
will contain references to some 80,000 articles. The Current List 
will be produced by the photo-offset process directly from typed cards; 
every effort will be made to narrow to a minimum the time interval 
between appearance of an article and its listing. The July issue will, 
for example, contain some material which first appeared in May. 





The Current List will initially cover 1,225 journals, of which 
57% are in foreign languages. All foreign titles will be given both in 
English and in the vernacular. The journals selected for inclusion will 
be covered completely and consistently; a list of journals indexed will 


be published. Coverage of journal titles will be expanded as rapidlyas 
conditions will allow. 


If the journal titles to be covered by the Current List are added 
to the titles covered by the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus, it will 
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be found that approximately one-third of the titles are covered by both 
publications, and consequently one-third of the total is covered uniquely 
by each. 


The subscription price to the new Current List will be $9; $11.50 
foreign. Requests for subscription should be addressed to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C, 


PAPER PUBLISHED 


The Army Medical Library’s Publication Program, by Major 
Frank B. Rogers, Director, and Mr. Scott Adams, Assistant to the 
Director, appears in Texas Reports on Biology and Medicine for June, 
1950. This statement traces the publication history of medical indexes 
in the Army Medical Library and describes in detail how the Library 
intends to continue to meet its bibliographical responsibilities. 


Reprints are available on request to the Director. 


EXHIBITS 


Mr. Herman Van Cott, Mr. John G. O’Donnell and Mr. W. E. Macy, 
of the Medical Illustration Service, Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, 
have cooperated with the Army Medical Library to produce an exhibit 
on the services of the Library which can be shown at scientific and 
library meetings. The exhibit already has appeared at meetings of the 
Eastern District of the American Association for Health, Physical 
Education and Recreation, and the National Tuberculosis Association, 
and will be shown at the Special Libraries Association and the Medical 
Library Association conventions. 

The form chosen for the exhibit is a triptych, approximately ten 
feet in width, with collapsible legs for ease of handling and shipping. 
The theme of the exhibit is: ‘‘The Army Medical Library can help you 
in many ways.’’ When the exhibit is shown, folders on the services of 
the Library are also available for distribution, so that convention-goers 
may read about the Library at their leisure. 


The exhibit at the Library for June will be on ‘‘Music and Medi- 
cine,’’ and will be arranged by Dr. Anne E. Caldwel! 
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MEETING IN BOSTON 


Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library participating 
inthe Twenty-third Annual Meeting of the American Association of the 
History of Medicine, in Boston, 21 to 23 May included: Dr. Henry R. 
Viets, President of the Association, Dr. Reginald Fitz, Dr. Richard H. 
Shryock, Dr. Benjamin Spector, Secretary of the Association, and Mr. 
James F. Ballard. 


The Army Medical Library staff was represented at the meeting 
by Major Frank B. Rogers, Director, Dr. Dorothy M. Schullian and Mr. 
Kar! A. Baer. Mr. Baer read a paper on ‘‘Goethe and the physicians’’ 
at the 22 May morning session. 


COURSE IN MEDICAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 


On 31 May, seventeen staff members from the Acquisitior, Cata- 
log, Index-Catalogue, and Reference Divisions completed a ten-week in- 
formal experimental course in selected topics on medical bibliography. 
The topics were chosen to be of interest to all divisions and included 
1) general indexing and abstracting tools in medicine, 2) medical bibli- 
ographical works, 3) dictionaries of medicine, and 4) types of publica- 
tions found in modern medicine. 


Miss Estelle Brodman, Chief of the Reference Division, taught the 
course. The possibility of conducting another course next year is now 
under consideration. 


AML CLASSIFICATION 


The preliminary edition of the Army Medical Library Classifi- 
cation, published in 1948, is out of print. The revised and simplified 
classification schedules used in the Library for the past seven months 
are not available for distribution. It is hoped that the schedules will be 
published in January, 1951. In the meantime, copies of the schedules 
may be borrowed for examination. Ten medical libraries already have 
availed themselves of this opportunity. 


Requests to borrow the Classification should be addressed to the 
Catalog Division, Army Medical Library, Washington 25, D. C. 





PORTRAIT PRESENTED 


Mrs. Knopf has presented to the Army Medical Library a three- 
quarter length oil portrait of her late husband, Dr. S. Adolphus Knopf, 
Dr. Knopf achieved a world-wide reputation through his work on the 
prevention of tuberculosis. In 1942, Dr. Knopf’s extensive collection 
of books relating to tuberculosis came to the Library, where they have 
served to enrich its resources in this field. 


VISITOR FROM JAPAN 


Dr. Tomio Ogata, Editor of the Journal of the Japan Medical Asso 
ciation, visited the Library on 5 May. Dr. Ogata is on an extended visit 
to medical publishers throughout the United States for the purpose of 
observing and studying new developments in medical publication. He is 
particularly interested in problems of medical indexing and abstracting 
as they affect scientific communication between Japan and the Western 
World. In addition to his editorial position, Dr. Ogata is Professor of 
Serology for Igaku Tyuo Zasshi, the Japanese medical abstract journal, 
and President of the Japanese History of Medicine Association. 





THE METAMORPHOSIS OF AJAX 


Contract has been let for construction and renovation of toilet 
facilities in the building occupied by the Army Medical Library. Ac- 
cording to latest information, an additional toilet room will be provided 
on the third floor and presently existing facilities on the first and 
second floors will be modernized and renovated. 


This is a project that the Library has been working on since 1944, 
Ardentes Deus ipse juvat! 





CLEVELAND VISITORS 


About forty members of the Medical Students Wives Club (wives 
of students attending the School of Medicine, Western Reserve Univer- 
sity) visited the History of Medicine Division on Tuesday evening, 9 
May. 


Mrs. Whiting Williams’ class, of the Graduate School of Nursing, 
Western Reserve University, visited the History of Medicine Division 
on 18 May. 








